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Has P a role in aquatic eutrophication?

ÁP controls the growth of 
phytoplankton in many lakes and 
estuaries

ÁP triggers the blooms of blue -
green algae

ÁBoth oligotrophic and eutrophic 
lakes may show N limitation of 
phytoplankton growth

Á There are differences among 
phytoplankton species (e.g. Si 
limitation of diatoms)

ÁAquatic rooted vegetation may 
be N - limited

ÁComplex ecosystem effects
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Phosphate in the surface water in winter



Anthropogenic P load to the 
Baltic Sea in 2000 (t yr ð1)
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å 50% of the P flux (incl. 
natural background) 
originates from diffuses 
sources


